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TCU’s HARRIS COLLEGE, NURSING 
A2 TESTING INFORMATION 

 
 

Printed full name:   

Address:   

Primary email address:   

Contact phone:   

Traditional/ Accelerated track:  Traditional   Accelerated 

University you are applying to:   TCU   Other   

 
Planned test date/time (circle one): 

Accelerated BSN: Additional Dates for May 2011 will be posted Fall 2010 
 
Traditional BSN: Thursday, December 10   8:00 AM Friday, December 11   1:00 PM 
 Monday, January 11         8:00 AM Friday, January 15       1:00 PM 
 Tuesday, January 19        8:00 AM  Friday, January 22       1:00 PM 
 Monday, January 25         8:00 AM Friday, January 29       1:00 PM 
 

EXAM FEE $35 
MONEY ORDERS ONLY – MAKE MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO TCU NURSING 

NO CASH, CHECKS, CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED! Please enclose a self address stamped envelope. 

 
MAIL TO: 
TCU Nursing 
A2 Testing 
TCU Box 298620 
Fort Worth, TX 76129 

 

 Upon receipt of A2 Information sheet an email will be sent to you at the primary email address provided above with 
confirmation of testing date/time and further testing instructions. 

 All money orders MUST be received five (5) business days prior to expected testing date. 

 I understand that if payment is not received prior to testing date, I will not be guaranteed a spot on the 
testing date of my choice. 

 If I am unable to attend the testing date indicated, I understand that it is my responsibility to reschedule with TCU 
Nursing at no additional cost to me. 

 Furthermore, I understand that refunds requests must be submitted to TCU NURSING.  TCU has sixty (60) days 
from the date of email receipt to return my money order in the self addressed stamped envelope provided with my 
A2 testing information sheet. 

 
 
By signing I acknowledge that I have read and understand the requirements for A2 registration: 
 
Signature   
 
 
 
 
Office Use Only: Rec’d   Scheduled Test Date   
 
DID YOU INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING? 
 A2 TESTING INFORMATION SHEET WITH SIGNATURE 
 SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE (For results or return of payment) 
 $35.00 MONEY ORDER 
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Testing Requirements 
 
HESI Admission Assessment Exam (A2) Content 
1. Math: 60-item exam. Focuses on math needed for calculation of Drugs and Solutions. 
2. Reading comprehension: 47-item exam. Reading scenarios that are health related. The reading scenarios pop up 

on the screen. Students can move around the windows to see the entire scenario. 
3. Vocabulary and general knowledge: 60-item exam. Contains basic vocabulary that is often used in health care 

fields. 
4. Grammar: 60-item exam. Contains basic grammar. 
5. Anatomy and Physiology (A&P): 35-item exam. Depending on whether or not A&P is a pre-requisite for your 

curriculum, you may or may not have students complete this quick assessment of A&P knowledge. 
 
A2 Learning Style/Personality Profile 
1. Learning style: 14-item assessment of preferred learning style. 
2. Personality style: 15-item assessment of personality related to preferred learning style. Students receive a printout 

with study tips based on their learning style and personality profile. 
 
A2 Instructor’s Scoring Guide 

MATH SCORING SUMMARY 

Description: Math assessment indicates a student’s basic math skills at the eighth and ninth grade 
levels. 
SCORE 
SCORE DESCRIPTION 
Excellent 
90% to 100% 
Students should be able to calculate all levels of medication administration problems. 
Very Good 
80% to 89% 
Students should be able to calculate basic medication administration problems, and should seek 
some additional assistance to increase their math skills in order to be successful in calculating 
higher level calculations. 
Satisfactory 
79 to 75% 
Students will require varying degrees of assistance to be successful with medication calculations. 
Poor 
74% or Below 
Students should seek additional assistance in a formalized math remediation program, either prior 
to entering a nursing program or in conjunction with beginning level courses. 
READING COMPREHENSION SCORING SUMMARY 
Description: Reading comprehension assessment indicates basic reading and comprehension 
skills at the eighth to ninth grade reading levels. 
SCORE 
SCORE DESCRIPTION 
Excellent 
90% to 100% 
Students should be able to read and comprehend nursing textbook content. 
Very Good 
80% to 89% 
Students should be successful in understanding most nursing textbook content though they may 
need to re-read more difficult material in order to grasp the full meaning of the material. 
Satisfactory 
79% to 75% (RN applicants) 
79% to 70% (PN applicants) 
Students will have difficulty keeping up with the heavy reading assignments necessary for 
successful completion of a nursing program. 
Poor 
74% or Below (RN applicants) 
70% or below(PN applicants) 
Students should seek additional assistance in a formalized remediation program prior to entering 
the nursing program. 
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VOCABULARY AND GENERAL KNOWLEDGE SCORING SUMMARY 
Description: Vocabulary is viewed by some authors as the best measure of adult IQ. These 
questions are designed to assess vocabulary skills, general knowledge, and critical thinking skills 
as a means of determining the candidates' ability to succeed in a nursing education program. 
SCORE 
SCORE DESCRIPTION 
Excellent 
90% to 100% 
A well-read individual whose vocabulary skills are at the tenth to the eleventh grade level. These 
students should be successful in reading and understanding nursing textbooks. 
Very Good 
80% to 89% 
These students can be successful in nursing school but will need to carefully re-read those areas 
they do not understand and look up words they do not know the meaning of in an effort to 
increase their vocabulary skills. 
Satisfactory 
79 to 75% 
Keeping up with reading assignments may be more arduous for those students scoring at this 
level and additional tutoring may be indicated. 
Poor 
74% or Below 
Students should seek additional assistance in a formalized reading and vocabulary enhancement 
program prior to entering the nursing program or in conjunction with beginning level courses. 
GRAMMAR SCORING SUMMARY 
Description: Grammar assessment indicates basic grammar skills at an eighth to ninth grade 
reading level. 
SCORE 
SCORE DESCRIPTION 
Excellent 
90% to 100% 
Students should be able to complete written assignments with no difficulty in terms of writing 
grammatically correct assignments. Should be able to read and comprehend most nursing 
textbooks. 
Very Good 
80% to 89% 
Students should be able to complete written assignments in terms of writing grammatically 
correct assignments. However, written assignments may need to be reviewed by a knowledgeable 
person prior to submitting them for grading. 
Satisfactory 
79 to 75% 
Students will have difficulty with grammar when completing written assignments and when 
speaking to clients, teachers, etc. Obtaining outside assistance in English/Grammar will probably 
be helpful. 
Poor 
74% or Below 
Enrolling in an English/Grammar remediation program prior to entering nursing school is likely to 
be required in order to be successful in a nursing program. 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY SCORING SUMMARY 
Description: Anatomy and Physiology assessment indicates basic knowledge of chemistry at a 
lower division college level, typical of most nursing program prerequisite requirements. 
SCORE 
SCORE DESCRIPTION 
Excellent 
90% to 100% 
Students with these scores have a comprehensive knowledge base of anatomy and physiology 
which provides an excellent science preparation for success in nursing school. 
Very Good 
80% to 89% 
Students with these scores should be well prepared to enter nursing school. 
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Satisfactory 

79 to 75% 
Students at this level have adequate knowledge of anatomy and physiology, but may need outside 
tutoring when learning about pathophysiological conditions. 
Poor 
74% or Below 
Enrollment in anatomy and physiology remediation or re-take the anatomy and physiology pre-
request prior to entering nursing school is likely to be required in order to be successful in a 
nursing program. 

 



Nursing/js/sb  R07-27-2009 5 A2 Testing Information 

 
A2 – Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. How do I sign up for the A2? 
See the A2 information sheet. 
 
2. What is on the A2 exam? 
The Admission Assessment tests prospective students in four major categories: Reading and math comprehension, 
anatomy and physiology, vocabulary and grammar. 
 
3. How do I prepare to take the A2 exam? 
Visit Amazon.com or your local bookstore and search for HESI Admissions Assessment Study Guide 
 
4. Now that I’ve taken the A2, how do I get my results? 
 A2 results are normally available within one (1) week of your test completion date.—FOR PROMPT RESULTS YOU 
MUST INCLUDE THE SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE 
 
5. How do I interpret my A2 results? 
Please see the A2 Instructor’s Scoring Guide. 
 
6. How many times per year can I take the A2? 
Once. The A2 may only be taken once in a 12 month period. 
 
7. How is the A2 used toward the TCU nursing school admissions process? 
There is no minimum score. TCU uses the reading and math comprehension score in the evaluation of potential 
students. Applicants are not penalized for lower A2 scores, but having a higher A2 score would make an applicant 
more competitive. Remember, the A2 is only one of several items the committee reviews (including admission GPA 
and science and math GPA). 
 
8. I missed the date I was supposed to take the test, how do I reschedule for another date? 
See A2 refund disclosure policy on the A2 information sheet. 
 
9. I do not live close to TCU. Where else can I take the A2 exam? 
Go to the following website for testing locations, http:www.prometric.com/Elsevier/default.htm 
The name of the test you will need to search for once on this website is Admissions Assessment Test 
 
10. I decided not to take the A2 test right now, how do I get a refund? 
See A2 refund disclosure policy on the A2 information sheet. 
 
 
Additional Testing Requirements not included in the Total Testing Program 
Dosage Calculation Proficiency Exam TCU Nursing requires all clinical students who have successfully completed 
pharmacology course to pass a 20-question dosage calculation test during the first week of each clinical semester. 
The student has two attempts to pass the test; the passing score is 90%. Dates and time for the Dosage Calculation 
Proficiency Exam will be sent to Nursing students via email. 


